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ARCXIITECtrJRAI SIGr,{IFICA}]CE of area. (Describe physical settirrg, general character,
and arciritecturally signifi.cant structuresi "

The Soutir End Historic D:str ict is an area bounded rougir ly by
State Street Bromfield Street,  L i .berty SEreet,  and Prospect Street"
Within t l : . is area are many of Newbur:yport 's f ine Georgian homes. They
date fron the early eighteenth century to the turn of the nineteenlh.
T'his d.r:,m.estic architecture ranges frorn small one storlr cotn-ages to
ia::Ee Gecr:gian mansions. The homes are clcsel-y sSraceci yet confortable,
pr,o.r idit  g 5 ae:-ightfu^l- i l . t-ustration of what Nervburlzport was l ike at
the turn of the nineteenth ceniiury"

Several bui lding forms are corrmon in this section of lJewburyport"
The f i rst  is  a s imple two story house with a syrnmetr i .cal  f ' r 'e bay
facade and pi tched roof.  For ihe nrost  part  these hcmes have simpie
Georgia-n doorways, somet imes pedimented with f lanking classj-cal  p i lasters.
Some have lean-tos in the rear.  Excei lent  examples of  th is form are
L2-I4 anC 25 Mi lk Street.

HISTOPJCAI SIG\IIFICAI'ICE cf area. [E:plaiJI devel-opnent of area, what carseci it,

and hoior it affectec ccnrlfl.tnity; be s^oecific).

This area of  the Cicy of  Newburizport  was sett led short ly af ter
the f i rsb coloni-sts arr | r ;ed in Newburv i r r  1635. The or ig inal-  set t lement
at Newb.ur'r/  was an acricul-uural- one. House lots in what wcuit l  becorne
Newburl 'po: t ,  were grranted to f reehcl , lers in 1645. The f : - rst  pet i t ion
to bui lC a wharf  was granted in 1655. The r iver lcts along the banks
of the l lerr inack were i irzided and granted tc inci l ' i -duals about 1705.
Ir. t i :e nex'- f i f ty years i :-shing, shipbuitCing, and trade u' i th ihe
h:est lnCies became the l ivel i i :ocd cf the inhabi tancs of "the wate::
q. i r tc.rr-  the area between Bromfielc Street and Oak-Land Street.  In L '1631

t  e:^v r4r

because great d.i f ferences had, developed betlveen these men and those
l iv ing in the agr icul tural  d istr ict ,  a pet i t ron was presented to the
General  Court .  This pet i t ion reguested that " the water s ide",  being
inhabi teC chief ly L 'y "Merchants,  Traders,  Mariners and Art i f icers",
l:e set aside as I separate con:nunity where government r*ould be in
their  own interest .  This pet i t icn l ' ras granted in L754-

The Souih End Historic Distr ict encompasses a large residen+-ial
area that was sett ied d.uring the eighteenth century. This area is an
excellent representation of the domestic architectr:.re result ing from
the sett l-ement ct "the water sl-de", The predominant arcl i j- tecture in
this area remains that of ei.ghteenth century single family dwelJ-ings.
Aithough nian)' bui idings Lrave been lcst and sollre building of inf i l i
structures hers occurred, the character of this area is chiefly deterrnined
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5ORM A . AR.EA

ARC]{ITECTURAL SIGNiFICANCE (CONTTNUED)

The second form of house occurring in the South End, and b1,
fa:: the most comaon, is the t'*o and one half story home vrith
syr;rnetrical, f ive bay facade and gambrel roof . Several e:<anples
have lean-tos. These hrouses date from the nid-eighteenth century
and were buil t  up to th:e turn of the nineteenth centurlz. Dependi-ng
upon the constrr:ct ion date, these houses har:e the above Cescribed
Georgian doorway, or a Federal entrance with f lank-i: :g pi lasters and
a fanlight. The gamkrrel roofed forrt is throughout thj-s distr ict.
Excel lent  examples are 49-51 and 50 Mi lk Street and 20 Essex Str :eet .

The third type of dwell ing in the distr j-ct is a two or t i : :ee
stcry Geor:gian form with symmetrical f ive bay facade, hipped roof
and elegant entrance porch. This elegant form is exempJ-j-f i-ed in
the Wil l iam Bartlet i louse and in the l. l icholas iohnson Hcuse lccated
at 17 and 43 Federal  Street- ,

Other s igni f icant archj  tectural  fornis occur rv i th i : r  th is distr ict .
' Ihey include eighteenth century half hcuses and th.ree stor-v Federal
honres, Each ccntr: ibutes to the character of the South End Flistcric
T') i e i- 

-'i 
r-r-

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED}

by the domest ic archj-Lecture ^f  i l^ 'a ai  ah+ssrl t 'h and early nineteenth
ceniur i  es.

Structures that are of part- icular histor ical  s igni f icance incl-u"de
the F' i rst  Presbyter ian Church, af fect ionately cal led OI-d South,  on
lederal  Street,  f t  was here that the great evansel j -st ,  came tc preach
in Lhe nid-eiqhteenth century.  I t  is  a iso here that Wnitef ie ld.  rs
interred. He diect i -n the home of Reverend Jonathan Parsons cn
Schocl Street and was buried under the church pulpi t .  Se.;eral  homes
within th is distr ic:  are s ignrf icant because of  thei-r  owners.  The
parents of  Wi l - l iam Lloyo Garr iscn owned the house at  3-5 Schcol  Street
and Garr ison was born there in 1E05. Ar lo lphus Greeley,  leader of  the
f i rq ' l -  nnl : -  oypedi t ion,  was also f rom this area. His fami ly,  and later
Greeley himsel f ,  owned this house at  105-107 Prospect Street.  Prominenl
idewburyport  merchants i ike I{r1l i .am BartLet,  Nicholas Johnson anc Anthony
Knapp al  so l ived in th is area"

Staple to Inventol l_ lo_gn at  bottom
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H]STORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

The residents of  the South End Histor ic Distrrct  were o: : ig inal ly
"merchants,  craders,  mariners ahd art i f icers".  Thei . r  occupat ions
were in either the ad.jacent Market Square commercial cristr j-ct or along
the banks of the Merrimack Rj-ver. Newburyportrs weaithlz mercanti- le
class bui l t  their  homes here before High Street becane the preferreC
ad.dress.  The f ine homes along Essex Street or Federal  Street at test
to this fact. fhere are al-so modest hones in this area. They trere
buil t  by the middle class working in the Middle Shipyard, in the
ropewalks, and the srnall  shops and off ices in the conrnercial distr ict"

The f ire of 1811 which devastated Market Square extended into
the South End area but was stopped before i t  ciestroyed the entire
resident ia l  drstr ict .  By the thi rd quarter of  the eighteench ceniury
tLr€ occupations of the inhabitants had changred, as had Newbur; 'port 's
economy. Many were no longer associated with the sea but worked j-n
the industr ia l  complexes that had been establ ished, beginning in 1840.
Some signi f icant bui ld ings date f rom this per ioo.  As the for: tunes
of Newburyport  deci ined this part  of  the c i ty saw l i t t1,- 'change. As
a resuit the original character of t :r is community as a mari i ime sett le-
ment rsnains,  for  the mcst part ,  intact .  -

Nevrburyport

Dis*:rr i : ' t

St:rpie to Inventorv form at bo.t tom
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