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MASSACHUSE TTS HISTORICAL COIV1MISSION
Office of the Sec:"t""I, State Hous"l to"joo 

.

Photo (3x9il or 3x5'f
Staple to left side of form

Form numbers in this area lArea no.
67-82, I B

1. Town Newburyport

Name of area (if any) ocean lvlills

Histor ic Distr ict

3. General date or period r84 5-1890

6. Recorded by Mary Jane Stirgwolt

2

DO NOT WruTE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.
Organization Office of Comrnlnj-ty.

DeveJ.opmeni
Date 8-11-80

Photo oumber LL-1ryy, PP-3$,
qg''t8'

' 4. Is area uniforrn lexplain):I No, Area has a variety of
in styie ?,' f 9t'!--cqn@

,
in condition? poor to excellent -in condi-

r tion
in tSrpe of ownership? properties are owned

I by private indiviffi
io ose?No, the area includes an j'ndus-

.  t r ia lcomplex&t igh'

5. Map. Use space below to draw a geaeral map of the-area involved. Indicate aay historic borhood '
prop,ertiesforwhich individual reports are completed on Fsrme B thru F, using comes-
bonAins numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an trxff existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

\-/

(over)



?. Historical data. Explain the histori'cal/architecturai importance of this area'
)r, 'uitr u',ec' D^'..-.. '  

^; ;;^ +a*si ylunroe and High st'reets
The development of the terri lory,.??l*"":-t  

^- *^ . lc4q rhere were
o"n.,.''*i.f;"5:"ililitii"i "i"tr'"- o::":..:l:', .::t?: :it:t::":n;'": :::;
?:fl"ilJi51";:""?"lii'tinl'.i[-*ili-"r--tr'e' rana in rhis area was used for

pasture and t i l lage'

TheoceanMj. l lwasincorporatedinls45.Thelandforthefac|ory
between Kent street and cari. i- i t t""t from Munroe street was purchased'

f romtheheirsofReverendJamesMorse.oceanSLreetwas1aidoutat
that time and the mill erected on the parcel between Munroe and ocean

Streets. The parcel on Munroe between-Wairen and Carter was sold to -

Albert Currier for the 
"t. . i iot-ot " 

brick block of housing' This was

the beginnj-ng-oi-tf ," aevefopm"trt of t f t t  surrounding resid'ential area' :

the mi l }workers, in need of  homes close to their  work,  were the :

primary. r.""on-!rr i !  =p*"utai ive housing tu'= ,;ott"tructed on a l-arge scale

:ni l renextfor i iz f ivei 'ears.Tenement i :ousinc; forLhe'ceanrt i j . lswas
buil t  on Carter, Kent, warren, and'. Munroe streets. Several real estate

speculator" oirr"a, irra'built smatl homes and boarding houses in the

;:;;il;;rt""a" uajacent to the cotton mj-11s'

Thehousingintheneighborhoodsaroundthemil lwereofseveral
types. The f irst was a sin{ie family cotiage, usually Greek Revival or

vicrorian in sryte. These ;;;"-; f ;" i  u"irt- in groups of three or four

along the str l ;G running t"*"ia Merrimack street'  Carter Street is an

excellent example. a second iyp: of residence is a larger home that

was used aS a boarding i,oose.- ' i fr t*" such buildings were buil t '  on Munroe-*

street across t i "*_Li ."  Mi l l ; ' rv-James-Blood, a rei l -  estate speculator '

These too were generally crlef 'aevival i"-=l ' i . .  Th? constri 'ct ion of 
<

these houses, i ;  the Greer 'nevivar sty le '  coi ' t t i tued into the 1880's '

vernacular viciori ; ;  r" irai"gs and.coltages with turngd brackets

ornamenting the doorways u.rrd'sometimes tle eaves' were also common'

workers inhabited these u"i ial"g-,which,vir iea from simple rectangular

gable roofed iro*"" without ircrri.tiictural'a"liir t" simpte but comfortable

cottages wi-th i-nteresti-ng aict itectural elements ' Row housing'' though

ress conunon, did occur. Ai;; ; l  currier buil t  one such brick row on

Ivlunroe St'reet.

Theoverseersandagentsofthemi l lsandtheski l ledcraf tsmen
associated with the industry-. i=" buil t  homes within this distr ict '

These homes;;;"-=i igfrtfy *6t" elaborate, as can be seen on upper 
i i l : t : i '

g. Bibliography and/or references sucb as local histories' deeds' assessorrs records'

eariY maPs, etc'

1851 Plan of Newburyport, Mass' I i '  Mclntire

L8:2 Map of the City of 
-Ne-wburyport' 

y3:s'

J. J. currier, Higlg5y "f 
N;iliiil;;i 

-rylrrot, vols ' r and rr ' reprint '

R. I;::$1"iil."ii'&_*:r:rmac River shipoqifdins, Newburvport, Ls64'

o. B..Merririi#rtfniffi#=ffirffiiv news, sept. 1, 1e06'

; :  i* i l i t ,  i r islcry of Newbgrvport '  NewburlzPort '  ru54t'

S. Emery, Reminis,cences "t@fronagenarian' 
Newburyport ' '  L879'



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

gfTS HIST0RI cqt CClCvfISSIOi
_ Office of tle Secretary, Bostcr

' ,;a

Indicate eadt iten st inventory fo:m whidt is being continued b-elc*r. ,

FORM A - AREA SURVEY (CONTINUED)

7, Histor ical  data.

Tl.y were often a vernacular interpretation of one of the many popular
Victorian styles such as the Second ftnpire or Victorj.an Gothic.-

The Ocean Mil ls l l istoric Distr ict is an excellent representation
of, Newburyport's, l9th: centurlz :ndustrial- nelghborhood... Its occupants
tnrorked in* the'Ocean Steam'Mil ls, or.: in. shoemaking which had become-a.
poPular cottage industry in Newburyport. The aiea is clearly distinct
from the elaborate formal homes of the High Street district Lo the
South. and t\e Merrimac Street shipbuilding area to the North.

Staple to invga!_s_D. form at botton

Newburyport

Nane: Ocean Mills
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