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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within connunity)

This house was probably buil t  during the late eighteenth century.
The two story hipped roof form is typical of the Georgian period, as is
the symmetr ical  f ive bay facade and the inter ior  endwal l  chimneys. This
placement of the chimneys al lowed for a central hal lway to extend from
the front of the house to the rear in the center bay. The architectural
detai ls of this house are very simple except for the front doorway. This
entrance was altered during the Greek Revival period and has the f lanking
sidel ights and pi lasters and the bold entablature character ist ic of  that
sty le,

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the developrnent of the connunity)

This house was probably bui l t  dur ing the eighteenth century.  The
earl ier owners of the building have yet to be documented.

In 1851, the house was purchased by Captain Edmund Pike.  The
previous owner was Mj-cajah Lunt.  Both Lunt and Pike were man of  the sea.
Lunt was born in Newburyport  in L796 and in 1813 he sai led f rom Boston

- to France. On the homeward voyage the vessel  "Argus" captured one Engl ish
ship and two br igs.

Lunt was later the owner of several ships and he had a counting room
and warehouses on Ferry Wharf. Lunt l ived o.n High Street between 1838 and
:.B74 when he died. He probably owned this house on Prospect Street as
an investment property. Lunt was a prominent member of the community
and invested in many ventures, including the Bart lett Steam }4i l ls.

In 1851, Captain Edmund Pike acquired the house. Pike was part-
owner of numerous Merrimack-buil t  ships includj-ng the "Rosafind" buil t
in 1840, the "Franchise" bui l t  in 1848, the "cast i l I ian" bui l t  in L849,
the "Josiah L.  Hale" bui l t  in 1857 and the "Amity" bui l t  in 1843.

Pike owned the house for several  decades. fn 1872 Edmund J.  Pike,
probably a son, was also in residence. His occupat ion was master mariner.
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